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Under judicious treatment, consisting mainly of nourishment, stimulants, 
tonics, and sedatives, the patient gradually recovered, and on the 18th July 
was discharged in excellent health, and walking upon crutches. 

Colotomyfor Relief of Cancer of the Rectum. —Prof. Geo. 0. Blackman re¬ 
lates (Cincinnati Journal of Medicine, Jan. 1866) an interesting case of cancer 
of the rectum in a coloured man aged 35, in which he performed Amussat’s ope¬ 
ration. The patient had not had an evacuation from his bowels for ten days, 
was unwilling to eat, and was rapidly becoming emaciated, when on the 15th 
of Oct. Prof. B. “exposed, according to the usual method, the left descending 
colon in the lumbar region, and, having secured it by means of a ligature, I 
made an incision into the bowel of about one and a half inches. The intestine 
was then fastened to the lips of the wound by several interrupted sutures. On 
incising the colon, neither feces nor flatus escaped, but, with the point of my 
finger, I could easily reach the solid contents of the bowel. I made no attempt 
to bring on a discharge, but removed him to his bed, and directed him to keep 
quiet. The stitches were not removed until the ninth or tenth day. About 
this period a dose of castor oil was administered, and fecal matter passed freely 
both by the artificial anus and the rectum. From that until the present time— 
December 26—the fecal matter has passed altogether through the artificial 
opening. The patient has indulged freely in the use of solid food, and has gained 
rapidly in flesh and strength. During the past ten weeks he has had two attacks 
of hemorrhage from the fungous mass within the rectum. One of these was 
severe, and required injections of persulphate of iron to arrest it. With the 
exception of these temporary drawbacks, his improvement has been most grati¬ 
fying, not only to himself, but to all who have witnessed the progress of the 
case. Since the operation he has occasionally, from imprudence in eating, 
been troubled, for a day or two, with diarrhoea and incontinence; but, as a 
general rule, the artificial anus has given him no trouble on this account. He 
states that, when his bowels are in a natural condition, fecal matter passes 
readily; then, as in a healthy condition of the rectum and anus, the opening 
seems to close. There is at the present time a plug of mucous membrane, 
which gently protrudes, and which probably aids, to a certain extent, in the 
retention of the feces. The patient suffers no more from the' excruciating 
tortures which rendered him, before the operation, so miserable, and which 
threatened soon to terminate his existence, and has no hesitation in declaring 
that, even if his life should not be prolonged another day, he has been amply 
repaid for submitting to the operation. He has taken one grain of opium 
■every night since the operation, and is now taking of the bromide of iron three 
grains three times in the day, with occasional injections of the persulphas 
ferri to the diseased rectum. By these means we hope to hold in check the 
progress of the cancer. 

Gunshot Wound of the Brain; the Ball traversing both Hemispheres; Death 
from Scarlatina six months afterwards. — Dr. John Hutchinson presented to 
the Medical Society of County of Kings an interesting case of this. 

The subject of it was a girl seven years old injured by a buck-shot penetrating 
the cranial cavity. The child walked to the office and back home. A probe 
passed into the track of the ball four inches. No brain symptoms appeared 
except slight vomiting, which lasted but two or three days. Entire recovery 
took place, the child going to school and playing as other children. Subsequent 
death six months afterwards from another cause and a post-mortem examina¬ 
tion revealing that there had been no disease of the brain; that the ball had 
traversed the posterior lobes of both hemispheres of the cerebrum, and rebound¬ 
ing had lodged in the brain substance, where it had remained with impunity, 
causing no inconvenience, and had become almost “ a forgotten thing.”— Buffalo 
Med. and Surg. Journ., Jan. 1866. 

Dislocation of the Patella on its Axis. —-Dr. Hamilton, in his excellent work 
on fractures and dislocations, states that not more than fifteen examples have 
been recorded of this accident. A very interesting one was detailed in the 
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number of this journal for April, 1843, by Dr. Gazzam, of Pittsburg; and another 
occurred in the practice of our friend the late Dr. Jno. Watson, of New York 
(New York Journ. of Med., Oct. 1839). 

The following recent case was reported to the Buffalo Medical Association by 
Dr. Rochester ( Buffalo Med. and Surg. Journ., Dec. 1865): “ On the evening 
of 28th August, a large and growing lad, of sixteen years, fell, striking his knee 
on the curbstone. On seeing him, a few minutes after the accident, the right 
patella was found completely dislocated outward, and turned upon its edge, 
standing at right angles with its normal position. The knee was slightly swollen, 
and very tender and painful to the touch. Chloroform was given to complete 
anaesthesia, and two or three unavailing efforts were made to replace the bone, 
the limb being fully extended, and the foot elevated. Dr. Gay, who was also 
present, then, by a different procedure, at once reduced the dislocation ; he 
flexed the leg upon the thigh, and the thigh upon the body, and then extended, 
and at the same time rotated the limb, pressing, meantime, firmly upon the 
patella, which immediately slipped into its place, while the limb was passing 
from flexion to extension.” 

Dislocation of the Thigh upon the Dorsum, DU. —Dr. A. M. Facntleroy re¬ 
cords (“ Confederate States Journal") an interesting case of this reduced by 
manipulation twenty-five days after the accident. The subject of it was a sol¬ 
dier, 25 years of age, admitted into the hospital at Staunton October 12, 1864. 
While riding on au ordnance wagon September 22, it had been upset, and the 

E atient was thrown upon his face, a portion of the ammunition falling on his 
ip and thigh. 

On examination there was observed “loss of rotundity of left buttock; left 
femur was slightly flexed, and rotated with adduction ; the knee resting upon 
the patella of the right thigh and the ball of the big toe upon the dorsum of 
right foot. Great pain was experienced upon an attempt to extend the thigh, 
and considerable manual traction made without chloroform failed to dislodge 
the head of the bone from its abnormal position. Manipulation was decided 
upon, and, with the aid of chloroform, was successfully employed. The patient 
was placed upon the table, upon his right side, the leg of the injured side being 
flexed upon the thigh, and the latter flexed strongly upon the body, with slight 
abduction. The adhesions which the head of the bone had contracted were 
broken up at the first attempt, and the bone assumed a new position in the 
great ischiatic notch, somewhat sustaining the views of Boyer, that this latter 
dislocation is always consecutive in occurrence, 

“ The head of the bone was felt in its new position, shortening slightly less¬ 
ened, and foot not quite so much inverted. A second essay was made, the mani¬ 
pulation differing from that used in the first instance by the traction made upon 
the femur at the moment of its flexion upon the body, and its abduction, by 
which means the head of the bone was lifted over the edge of the acetabulum, 
and returned into the cotyloid cavity without snap, and the limb was extended 
and found to be normal in position and length. 

“ He was retained in bed for a few days, and ordered to apply liniment, am¬ 
monias over the gluteii muscles. The soldier was furloughed on the 27th of 
October for thirty days, still complaining of considerable soreness of the hip.” 

Constituents of Veratrum Viride. — Mr. Charles Bullock (Amer. Journ. 
Pharm., March, 1866) publishes some interesting investigations made by him 
relative to the alkaloids in the veratrum viride. The following is a summary of 
his conclusions:— 

1. That veratrum viride contains two alkaloids, one soluble in ether and the 
other insoluble in that menstruum. Neither of these principles answers in its 
chemical reactions to veratria. 

2. That the resinous matter which precipitates when the concentrated tinc¬ 
ture of the root is poured into acidulated water carries down with it a notable 
portion of the alkaloid insoluble in ether. 

3. That the alkaloid insoluble in ether, when administered in small doses, has a 



